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General aspects of Nordic cooperation
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• The collaboration among Nordic countries concerning casemix 
work started in 1990s and was institutionalized in 1995 at 
University of Uppsala

• The first NordDRG version was published in 1996
• The Nordic Casemix Center was created in 2008 to continue and 

support casemix cooperation
• NordDRG system is owned by its members – public organizations 

from Denmark, Iceland, Finland, Norway, Sweden
• Affiliated partners (Estonia and Latvia)
• Use of NordDRG system is based on Agreement 

Source: Google Maps



Main differences on national level (1)
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Procedure codesDiagnosis codes

• The NordDRG system relies on primary classifications such as: 
• ICD-10 for coding the diagnosis, and 
• NOMESCO Classification of Surgical Procedures (NCSP) for coding the interventions, different therapies, 

images, etc. 
• Some national versions also include ATC codes for coding the medicines



Main differences on national level (2)

Severity level MCC/CC/non-CC* # of DRGs (2025PL1)

Country Non-CC CC MCC

Estonia X X Limited 

Finland X X X (2025)

Iceland X X

Latvia X X Limited

Norway X X

Sweden X X X
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* incl. 516 primary health care DRGs

*MCC – Major Complication/Comorbidity
CC – Complication/Comorbidity
Non-CC – without Complication/Comorbidity
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Adjustment are based on national needs
-some rules are common to all versions
-some are specific to single national version(s)
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NordDRG Forum

• A virtual communication platform facilitating 
communication between the Expert Group and 
the NCC

• Registered users can: 

• submit the proposals for changing the 
grouping logic, features

• Submit the updates of primary classifications 
(ICD-10, NCSP, ATC)

• edit and provide updates

• Everyone else can use the Forum in 'read-only' 
mode
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Expert Group

• The main advisory group for discussions about 
NordDRG development work

• Members are nominated by participating 
countries (1-6 per country)

• Participation is financed by the national 
organizations

• The members have expertise in the DRG system 
and represent clinical, economic, and other 
relevant areas of expertise

• The meetings are arranged at least twice a year 
(early spring and early autumn)
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NordDRG Forum
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Annual timetable
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Delivery of proposals for changing 
the NordDRG logic by users or NCC

End of February

Discussion on proposals and 
agreement in Expert Group meeting

March

Preparation of PL (planning) version 
by NCC

April

Delivery of PL version by NCC

Revision of PL version by users

Correction of PL version (if needed)

May–June

Delivery of national updates of ICD-
10 and NCSP by NordDRG users 

August

Discussion on ICD-10 and NCSP 
updates and mapping to ICD+ and 
NCSP+ in Expert Group meeting

September

Delivery of PR (production) version 
by NCC

Revision of PR version by users 

Correction of PR version (if needed)

Delivery of final PR version

Sep.–Nov.



NordDRG Maintenance 
System (NDMS)

• A program (rule editor) for maintaining and 
updating the NordDRG national definition 
tables

• The master version is managed by the NCC

• A stand-alone version (equivalent to the latest 
production version of NDMS) is available for 
participating organizations (downloadable 
package)

• Allows to export of definition tables in 
different formats
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Built-in 
validations
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NordDRG 2025PL1

NordDRG 2024PR1



Maintenance of Basic 
Classifications (MBC)

• Maintenance of Basic Classifications 
(MBC)© is a program that allows linkage 
of national codes to the ‘backbone’ 
classification for each type of 
classification 

• ICD+, NCSP+ and ATC+ platforms

• Mapping makes it possible to define 
NordDRG grouping features and rules for 
the different national versions in NDMS

• The expired national codes are kept in 
MBC for five years
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Built-in 
validations



Diagnosis codes
Example of ICD-10 national modifications mapping to ICD+
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SWE

I724 Aneurysm och dissektion i artär i nedre extremitet

I724A Femoralisaneurysm

I724B Popliteaaneurysm, trombotiserat

I724C Popliteaaneurysm, rupturerat

I724D Popliteaaneurysm, ospecificerat

I724E Dissektion i artär i nedre extremitet

I724W Aneurysm i artär i nedre extremitet, annan

specificerad artär än femoralis och poplitea

I724X Aneurysm i artär i nedre extremitet, ospecificerad

WHO

I724 Aneurysm and dissection of 

artery of lower extremity

EST
FIN
ICE 
LAT 
NOR

I724 ALAJÄSEME ARTERI ANEURÜSM

I724 Alaraajan valtimon aneurysma

I724 Aneurysm and dissection of artery of lower extremity

I724 Apaksejas ekstremitates arterijas aneirisma

I724 Aneurisme eller disseksjon i arterie i underekstremitet ICD+

I7240 Aneurysm of artery of 

lower extremity



NordDRG definition tables

• A ‘core’ of the system/black box where all 
information needed for grouping is included

• Maintained in NDMS

• Published in native languages, updated annually

• The definition tables are intellectual property of the 
national NordDRG users

• Delivered in three different formats
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Conversion of NDMS content into csv, json and xlsx format

xlsx– human-readable format



Nordic DRG Grouper

• Was originally developed by Norwegian Directorate 
of Health and shared for free with NordDRG users

• Nordic DRG Grouper© is a program that assigns 
patient case information into DRGs based on 
NordDRG definition tables (.json)

• Designed to be used with single cases or large 
number of cases (batch-grouper)

• The grouper is incorporated into NDMS

• A stand-alone grouper is available for NordDRG user 
countries
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Image credit: iQoncept



Benefits of the Nordic cooperation

• Centralized maintenance of NordDRG system allows:

• consistency of national versions

• transparency of black box

• coordinated dissemination of information about the changes in the NordDRG

• Access to NordDRG tools 

• The NCC is supporting national work of participating countries in specific field(s)

• Information sharing

• Cooperation with PCSI, NordClass, WHO etc

• Capacity building and networking

• The Nordic Casemix Conferences (in 2019, 2022 and 2024 in cooperation with PCSI), national casemix events, EG meetings



Thank you
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